Preston High School Geography Department

ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
Semester One 2015-2016
This course investigates interactions between natural and human systems, with a particular emphasis on the impacts of human activity on ecosystems and natural processes. Students will use the geographic inquiry process, apply the concepts of geographic thinking, and employ a variety of spatial skills and technologies to analyse these impacts and propose ways of reducing them. In the course of their investigations, they will assess resource management and sustainability practices, as well as related government policies and international accords. They will also consider questions of individual responsibility and environmental stewardship as they explore ways of developing a more sustainable relationship with the environment. The Ontario Curriculum Grades 11 and 12 Revised, 2015
Geography Department Contact Information:

Website: phsgeography.weebly.com

Emails: andrew_tilt@wrdsb.on.ca
Units of Study
	Table 1: Essential Learning

	Unit Name
	Essential Learning

	GEOGRAPHC

INQUIRY AND NATURAL SYSTEMS
	Analyse and explain how the earth’s major components (the lithosphere, atmosphere, hydrosphere, and biosphere) interact and are interdependent and contribute to ecosystem health

	SPECIES AND SYSTEMS CONSERVATION
	assess impacts of human population settlement on natural systems and species

	RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY FOCUS
	Evaluate the impact of economic, social, political, and technological change on natural and human systems. Analyse environmental and resource management issues and explain their local and global implications

	CONSERVATION
(Water Focus)
	Analyze and interpret data to communicate the results of geographic inquiry and explain their global implications on global ecosystems.

	SUMMATIVE  COMMUNITY ACTION
	Communicate the results of independent inquiries, using appropriate terms and concepts and a variety of forms and techniques.


Evaluation
To be successful in this course you must be able to demonstrate all of the “Essential Learning” listed above.  Evidence of Learning will be assessed through:

70% Term Evaluation:

· Tests, quizzes, assignments, simulations, presentations, reports

30% Summative Evaluation:

· Proposal and journal



10 % of summative mark 

· Community based initiative  

            
20 % of summative mark
Procedures:
1. Extra Help 

If you are having difficulties with the material & assigned homework, seek help early – either during lunch and/or before school.  Missed assessments are to be made up during designated lunch periods.

2. Attendance

Attendance in class is an important part of learning and success. When you are absent, a parent/guardian must call the school’s attendance line on the date of absence. You are responsible for getting caught up whenever you are away. 

· For short-term absences (sports, clubs, illness, field trips, appointments, etc.) students are expected to obtain notes from a classmate or course web page. Any handouts will be available from me.

· For extended absences (family vacations, school trips, surgeries, etc.) students are expected to make arrangements prior to being away. Missed assessment deadlines during this time must be completed within the first five days back at school.

3. Late and Missing Assignments

All of the Essential Learning in Table 1 must be demonstrated through a variety of methods as described in the Assessment and Evaluation section and must be completed in order to earn this credit. It is also critically important for students to develop good personal management and planning skills. These skills will be reflected in the Learning Skills area of the report card.
	Table 2: Learning Skills

	Responsibility
	Organization

	· Fulfills responsibilities and commitments within the learning environment.

· Completes and submits class work, homework, and assignments according to agreed-upon timelines.

· Takes responsibility for and manages own behaviour.
	· Devises & follows a plan & process for completing work & tasks.

· Establishes priorities & manages time to complete tasks & achieve goals.

· Identifies, gathers, evaluates, & uses information, technology, & resources responsibly to complete tasks.


	Independent Work
	Collaboration

	· Independently monitors, assesses, & revises plans to complete tasks & meet goals.

· Uses class time appropriately to complete tasks.

· Follows instructions with minimal supervision.

	· Accepts various roles & an equitable share of work in a group.

· Responds positively to the ideas, opinions, values, & traditions of others.

· Builds healthy peer-to-peer relationships through personal & media-assisted interactions.

· Works with others to resolve conflicts & build consensus to achieve group goals.

· Shares information, resources, &  expertise, & promotes critical thinking to solve problems & make decisions.


	Initiative
	Self-Regulation

	· Looks for and acts on new ideas & opportunities for learning.

· Demonstrates the capacity for innovation & a willingness to take risks.

· Demonstrates curiosity & interest in learning.

· Approaches new tasks with a positive attitude.

· Recognizes and advocates appropriately for the rights of self & others.
	· Looks for & acts on new ideas & opportunities for learning.

· Demonstrates the capacity for innovation & a willingness to take risks. 

· Demonstrates curiosity &interest in learning.

· Approaches new tasks with a positive attitude.

· Recognizes & advocates appropriately for the rights of self & others.



4. Cheating and Plagiarism

It is necessary for students to do their own best work.  Most assessments for this class will be done within the classroom, observed by a teacher, and this helps to minimize cheating and plagiarism.  In the event that cheating or plagiarism occurs, the following consequences may be implemented, in consultation with administration:

· The student may be required to redo all or part of the assignment or assessment.

· The student may be required to complete an alternate assignment or assessment.

· The student’s work may be treated as a missed assignment which may result in missing an Essential Learning.

There may also be other consequences that are determined to be appropriate (e.g. detention, suspension, etc.) as per the school’s Progressive Discipline Process. Parents/guardians will be informed about the infraction and the consequences. Please refer to your student handbook for more details.

Finally

All course information, daily updates for homework, assignment due dates, test dates, course print material, readings and special dates and trips are all on our 
Website: phsgeography.weebly.com and google classroom
Check it out and bookmark it!
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                                                                         (detach here)

5. Signatures

Please sign below indicating you have read and understand the requirements for successful completion of this course.

___________________________________


__________________________________

Student








Parent/Guardian

___________________________________


__________________________________

Date








Date

If you are interested in being included on the course email list, please enter your email address below. Our hope is to send you assignment due date information and upcoming test dates so you can help manage your child’s home work habits.

Email: _______________________________________________________________

