Preston High School Geography Department

WORLD ISSUES
INDEPENDENT ARGUMENTATIVE 
‘Visual’ ESSAY

20% of your Summative Mark

PURPOSE

The purpose of this exercise is to develop your critical thinking skills, to develop your knowledge of World Issues generally and in one topic area specifically, and to develop your ability to present a clear, concise, grammatically correct, scholarly yet impassioned ‘visual’ essay on solid research (“think... ") as opposed to fuzzy thinking ("feel...").

THE ASSIGNMENT

Please prepare and submit for your specific due date a typed, properly documented script and have prepared a PowerPoint, Prezi, or Google Slides presentation to be shared with the class. This presentation will last 20 minutes.
On presentation day you will have ready to hand into Mr. Miller the following – at the beginning of class:

1. Script including APA style title page, fully cited word processed script, and APA style reference page.

2. A paper copy of your presentation – 6 slides per page

3. A copy of the evaluation rubric

GUIDELINES

a) The style should be formal; therefore, you should:

· Write in the third person

· Avoid slang and colloquial language

· Do not refer to the essay (e.g. This essay will prove...)

· Use fully cited graphs, tables, charts, quotes, statistics, images to support your topic. See APA format on website
b) A minimum of five secondary sources should be consulted of which three must be substantial (i.e., non-newspaper or magazine). AS WELL, YOUR REFERENCES MUST INCLUDE AVARIETY OF SOURCES. Remember, a good variety of sources will make for a better, broader research base and thus a better essay. DO NOT USE ‘Google” as your only search engine. A better choice would be ‘Google Scholar’. Wiki sites should not be used in your references because credibility is questionable. All sources in the references should be cited in the essay.  DO NOT ‘PAD’ the references. In other words

c) The only sources that should appear in your reference list are those that you used in the essay / presentation.
Title your bibliography REFERENCES.
d) The title page, script, references should be written in proper manuscript form:

i. Typewritten, double-spaced (Times New Roman 12 pt.)
ii. On 8 1/2 x 11 unlined paper

iii. One inch margins (I've got a ruler and I'm not afraid to use it)

iv. A complete title page that includes an interesting title, course code, course name, teacher's name, your name, and date.

v. American Psychological Association (APA) 6th edition is to be used for all citations.
The Purdue University Website is the only source you need to use for format.
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/
ASSIGNMENT STAGES 

1.
Topic selection. 10 Marks
You will be expected to submit a topic proposal for my perusal. Your proposal should include the following:

i. A working title which accurately reflects your topic.

ii. The topic expressed as a question, otherwise known as a focus question. Be sure that your topic is not too broad and that it is thus sufficiently narrowed given time and space limitations.

iii. A paragraph explaining the main questions with which you will deal, and the limits of your study (time frame, country, group of people etc.)

iv. An explanation of why you have chosen the topic.

2.
Annotated Bibliography. 10 Marks
Submit an annotated working bibliography in correct form for five (5) sources (see website for details and further explanation). Each annotation should be 50-100 words, written in proper paragraph form and should provide a brief summary and explain the contribution of the source to your research. If you only use a few pages from a source the annotation should deal only with those pages.

3. 
Introductory Paragraph and thesis statement. 10 Marks

The paragraph should provide background information needed to set the stage for your paper as well as clearly defined arguments and thesis.

4.
Outline. BONUS!!! 5%
The Outline is to be done using the organizer given, but word processed. The outline is to be done in point form and provides the framework for your essay to follow. Do remember that this paper constitutes a significant portion of your year's mark (20% including process) and should be treated accordingly.
5. 
Final ‘ Visual Essay’ and script and presentation. 70 Marks

The final product you submit MUST be on time and in the format outlined above. 
            The title page should be stapled to the essay with the references as the last page.
            There should be no other binding styles or plastic sleeves of any kind.
