Preston High School Geography Department

How to Prepare an Annotated Bibliography


An annotated bibliography is a list of books, articles, and documents that you have consulted during your research. Each document citation is followed by an annotation: a brief (approx. 150 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph.  The annotation is not simply a summary of the document, rather it should do some or all of the following:

1. Describe the content/thesis of the document

2. Describe the usefulness of the document to your research

3. Discuss any limitations that the item may have (age, grade level, bias, etc)

· Describe what audience the item is intended for

· Evaluate the reliability of the item

· Evaluate the authority or background of the author

· Discuss any conclusions the author may have made

· Describe your reaction to the item

The purpose of an annotated bibliography is to allow you to review the available literature on a particular subject, illustrate the quality of research you have done, and provide examples of the types of sources available on a particular topic.  It is important to complete an annotated bibliography as part of your research to make sure that there will be sufficient material to base your research on.

YOU DO NOT NECESSARILY NEED TO READ THE ENTIRE DOCUMENT IN ORDER TO CREATE AN ANNOTATION.

Make use of tables of contents, indexes, and scanning to gain an understanding of the document.  In many cases, there may only be a few pages in a 300 page book that are relevant to your topic, in that case it would certainly be a waste of time to read the entire book!

Example annotation #! (from a Journal):

Waite, Linda J., Frances Kobrin Goldscheider, and Christina Witsberger.  “Nonfamily Living and

the Erosion of Traditional Family Orientations Among Young Adults.” American Sociological Review 51 (1986): 541-554.

The authors, researchers at the Rand Corporation and Brown University, use data from the National Longitudinal Surveys of Young Women and Young Men to test their hypothesis that nonfamily living by young adults alters their attitudes, values, plans, and expectations, moving them away from their belief in traditonal sex roles.  They find their hypothesis strongly supported in young females, while the effects were fewer in studies of young males.  Increasing the time away from parents before marrying increased individualism, self-sufficiency, and changes in attitudes  about families.  In contrast, an earlier study by Williams shows no significant gender differences in sex role attidudes as a result of nonfamily living.

*created with information from Crookston Library, University of Minnesota and Cornell University Library
Example Annotation #2

Klaus, Conrad. (1999).  Resource and Waste Taxation in the Theory of the firm with 
Recycling activities.  Environmental and Resource Economics 14(2): 217-242. 

As the title reveals, this article is concerned with practices that manufacture’s and producers need to participate in to slow down the production of waste in our society.  Klaus uses the description of ‘cradle to grave’ to show what the responsibility of the manufacturer and producer is.  He specifically points out the flaws in production and the flaws in the products that are made.  This article was very helpful to my research in that it did a very good job of covering the role of the manufacturer in the issue of waste management.  Klaus also shows how the government needs to step in to enforce policies that stimulate the industries to choose the less harmful and more responsible practices of dealing with their waste.  The one problem with this article is found in a Journal on Economics and so there was a lot of the article that I did not need in order to gain the information to cover my topic.  The article had a lot of mathematical equations for governments to use in determining tax levels for use as stimulation.  Though Klaus did not include much on the role of the consumer, the article did explain the involvement of both the government and industries.  Another interesting point that Klaus pointed out was the idea that there are many ‘shadow costs’ on materials and on products that are specifically environmental costs but are not included in the real costs that producers and consumers pay.  This article and the previous article by Lober compliment each other in that they cover separate practices yet come up with many similar conclusions.
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