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Since 2003, an estimated 300,000 people have died as a result of the conflict in
Darfur and as many as 2.7 million people have been displaced within Darfur,
with several hundred thousand more fleeing into neighboring countries such as
Chad, the Central African Republic and Egypt. In September 2004, President
George W. Bush declared the crisis in Darfur ‘genocide” — the first time a sitting
American president had made such a declaration regarding an ongoing conflict.
Despite the world’s growing outcry, the violence continued in Darfur and the
number of dead and displaced increased considerably.

The conflict in Darfur began in the spring of 2003 when two Darfuri rebel
movements the Sudan Liberation Movement (SLM) and Justice and Equality
Movement (JEM) launched attacks against government military installations as
part of a campaign to fight against the historic political and economic
marginalization of Darfur.

The Sudanese government, engaged in tense negotiations with the Sudan
People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) to end a two decade long civil war
between North and South Sudan, responded swiftly and viciously to extinguish
the insurgency. Through coordinated military raids with government-armed
militia (collectively known as the janjaweeci, the Sudanese military specifically
targeted ethnic groups from which the rebels received much of their support,
systematically destroying the livelihoods of Darfuris by bombing and burning
villages, looting economic resources, and murdering, raping and torturing non
combatant civilians.

In March 2009, the International Criminal Court (ICC) issued an arrest warrant
for Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir for two counts of war crimes and five
counts of crimes against humanity. The following summer, the ICC added
genocide to the charges against al—Bashir. The ICC has also issued arrest
warrants for Ali Kushayb and Ahmad Haroun for a combined 92 counts of war
crimes and crimes against humanity committed against civilians in Darfur. In
March 201 2, the ICC added Sudan’s current Minister of Defense Abdelrahim
Mohamed Hussein to the list issuing an arrest warrant for crimes against
humanity and war crimes in Darfur.

The United Nations—African Union peacekeeping force (UNAMID) in Darfur
replaced an underfunded and underequipped African Union peacekeeping
mission in Darfur in January 2008. UNAMID to this day remains without the
necessary resources to protect the 1 .9 miflion internally displaced persons (IDPs)
who live in large camps across Darfur. The government has increasingly



obstructed UNAMID and humanitarian organizations by restricting access, often

leaving the most vulnerable civilians cut off from outside aid. There are also an

estimated 263,000 Darfuri refugees living across the Sudanese border in

neighboring Chad. Overall, the UN estimates that more than 4.7 million people

in Darfur (out of a total population of roughly 7.5 million) are still affected by

the conflict.

Women living in IDP camps risk rape or harassment if they leave the camp to

access water, collect firewood, or plant crops; however, due to the limited

access of aid, they often do not have a choice. Gender based violence (GBV) has

been used as a tool to oppress women throughout the crisis and those who

target women do so with impunity. Due to cultural and religious taboos, GBV

often goes unreported and perpetrators are rarely held accountable for their

crimes.

The Future?

Prolonged international peace talks resulted in a Doha Peace Agreement that left

out the major rebel groups and failed to gain acceptance by a large part of the

Darfuri population. Further progress will depend heavily on the ability and

willingness of the Government of Sudan to establish an “enabling environment”

for Darfuri participation.

Today, fighting between the rebel movements and the government continues

and since 201 0, the UN has reported over 200 attacks in Darfur, The

Government of Sudan has manipulated ethnic tensions leading to inter—ethnic

fighting between Arab tribes that has also added to instability in Darfur. Despite

the presence of the UNAMID peacekeeping force, Darfuris remain vulnerable to

attacks and human rights violations from both sides, including sexual violence

which continues both outside and inside IDP camps across Darfur.

Despite this chaotic environment, the Sudanese government remains the most

responsible for the violence in Darfur. President al—Bashir and others in his

government created the anarchic conditions presiding in Darfur today through

their violent counterinsurgency campaign targeting innocent men, women and

children. Furthermore, the Sudanese government has obstructed the UNAMID

peacekeeping force, refused to prosecute any individuals responsible for crimes

against humanity committed in Darfur, and has intimidated and expelled

numerous international humanitarian aid groups. These actions continue to

leave many civilians in Darfur unprotected and dispossessed of their basic

human rights.

(endgenocideorg. 2013)



tJnited Nations Tools to Prosecute

in recent years, the international community has built out several vehicles that

will help ensure justice for victims and accountability for perpetrators of

genocide and mass atrocities are brought to justice. Three major vehicles include

the International Criminal Court (ICC); regional tribunals; and truth and

reconciliation commissions.

[he International Criminal Court (ICC) represents a major advance in international
justice. ‘l’he ICC was established in 2002 by the Rome Statute in order to prosecute
individuals responsible for genocide, crimes against humanity or war crimes. In July
2012. the ICC completed its first trial. sentencing Thomas Lubanga Dyilo of the
I)emocratic Republic of Congo to fourteen years in prison fbr conscripting child soldiers
for use in battle. ‘[he ICC is actively involved with cases in the l)emocratic Republic of
Congo, Sudan, Libya. Kenya, Cote d’Ivoire and Uganda.

Regional tribunals

Prior to the establishment of the International Criminal Court, international courts and
tribunals were established to investigate and try individuals accused of perpetrating
genocide or other serious violations of international humanitarian law within a specific
country. I he United Nations established several courts and tribunals in countries such as
Rwanda. Sierra Leone, the former Yugoslavia and Cambodia in order to ensure justice
for mass atrocities.

Example: Slobodan Milosevic was tried in ‘l’he hague Netherlands Ibr crimes against
humanity and war crimes by the International Criminal ‘l’rihunal for the former
Yugoslavia (IC’l’Y).

Truth and Reconciliation Commissions

Iruth and Reconciliation Commissions has e been established in Os er Jo countries
including South Africa, LI Salvador, Argentina. Guatemala and I iberia. 1 ruth and
Reconciliation ( ommissions can contribute to national reconciliation and can help
vi tim’ md their !mil L un I closure I hey als sersc an cs ential rok d pros ‘dine a
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