Preston High School Geography Department
MEDIA ASSIGNMENT
PURPOSE:

To observe and record the bias in the media by recording topic emphasis, content and time allocated to each story.
STEP 1:

Choose one of: CNN, FOX NEWS, MSNBC, BBC, ABC, CBS or CBC.

Watch the 6 o’clock broadcast of the news program. You will need a watch and paper. You may want to do this with some help as someone needs to time.

Starting with the beginning of the program, record the stories by the following categories:

	Story Name
	Topic
	Time (seconds)
	Bias/ P.O.V.


	Rank Importance

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


NOTES:
You will need to do the full half hour broadcast including the weather, entertainment and sports.

Topic will include generalizations such as, world politics, environment, business/ economy, human interest etc. Make clear whether it is local, regional (provincial, state), national or international.
Bias P.O.V. is difficult because you have to incorporate the narrators, language, tone, and viewpoint of the story. Try and include your ‘take’ on any subliminal messages or innuendo implied in the story. This will not apply to all the stories.

You may also want to comment on the unofficial ‘banter’ of the news desk personalities during transitional times.
 STEP 2:

Go into a local place of business: a variety store, grocery story, gas station etc and record the names and quantities of the magazine and or newspaper titles. Note their prominence in the store and their titles.

Copy down some of the titles and cover images shown. 

SUMMARY:
Record in your own words a summary of the findings in terms of what the media feels is the most important information that we (the public) need to know. We will be deconstructing your findings in class but this is a start.
