MEDIA ANALYSIS LAB
Purpose: To understand the influences the media has on our perception of the world. By analysing time allocation to news stories by topic, location, bias, and broadcast placement we will draw inferences and conclusions on our media in Canada.
Method:

1. Plot data on the graph paper assigned in the format outlined for you. Pay close attention to neatness. Your title should include the news channel assigned to you and the time your data was taken.
2. Tally your stories and determine the percentages for each category of the stories presented in the program. For example if the program did not have a ‘sports’ segment, do not include it in your totals.

Formula:     Category story total   x 100 = Category percentage
                         Total stories

3. Use a colour scheme to record each story by i) title and ii) colour denoting story category.

4. Record your story tally by region on the world map overhead (by country). Use a tally method to do this. When all the data is collected we will plot on world map.

Questions:

1. What can you say about the type of stories presented to the viewer when looking at the category data?
2. Comment on the ‘lead’ or number one story broadcast in terms of i) it’s importance to you and ii) it’s importance relative to the other stories presented in the program.

3. Did you note any bias in the stories presented? Use examples and explain.

4. What can you say about the amount of time allocated each story based on the importance of the story w.r.t. major world events. Did the major stories get enough time to detail their complexity?

5. When you look at the world map with the stories covered pattern emerges of areas ‘in the news’ versus the totals presented in class:

US -------------       34%

Europe ---------      28%

Asia/Australia –-   17%

Latin America ---  11%

Middle East ------    6%

Africa -----------       4%
      Use the same formula as in method 2 to calculate the regional percentages and

      comment on the possible reasons for coverage and lack of coverage.
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