Non-fiction writing: 

Example hamburger paragraph

Focus question: should people be concerned about
plastics in our oceans?

Title:

Response to “Plastiki: A boat with a message”

Introductory Statement:

People should be concerned about plastics in our oceans.

Body:

Example Point:

One reason people should be concerned is because plastic is bad for marine life. 

Example Proof:

For example, the United Nations Environment Programme estimates that “plastic litter kills 100,000 marine mammals each year.” (p. 21) 

Example Comment:

I think this is important because if large numbers of ocean animals die, that means less food for us to eat. It will also hurt the food chains and ocean ecosystems.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, all of us should be worried about the amount of plastics in our oceans because plastic is harmful to marine life and also people.

Reference

Author Unknown. (2010, Sept.). Plastiki: A boat with a message. What in the World?, pp. 21-22.
Non-fiction writing: 

Example hamburger paragraph

Finished Product
Tuzo Wilson
Response to “Plastiki: A boat with a message”

People should be concerned about plastics in our oceans. One reason people should be concerned is because plastic is bad for marine life. For example, the United Nations Environment Programme estimates that “plastic litter kills 100,000 marine mammals each year.” (p. 21) I think this is important because if large numbers of animals in the ocean die, that means less food for us to eat. It will also hurt the food chains and ocean ecosystems. In conclusion, all of us should be worried about the amount of plastics in our oceans because plastic is harmful to marine life and also people.
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