Preston High School Geography

The Distribution of Canada’s Population

Most maps show an area of the earth’s surface by representing the area’s physical shape. The map you are going to create will show provinces in Canada in an imaginary way, so that the size of the province represents the number of people who live there.

You will need graph paper, scissors, glue and paper.

1. Begin by filling in the chart below. The “scale” you are using is 1 square (of graph paper) represents 100 000 people. Divide each provinces’ population by 100 000 and round off the nearest quarter.

	Province
	Population 
	No. of Squares Needed

	Newfoundland

Prince Edward Island

Nova Scotia

New Brunswick

Quebec

Ontario

Manitoba

Saskatchewan

Alberta

British Columbia

Yukon Territory

Northwest Territory

Nunavut Territory
	
	


2. Using the graph paper, count out the number of squares that you need for each province and territory and cut them out

3. Plan your map on a legal piece of paper:

a) Place pieces on in appropriate order from east to west, but don’t glue them

b) Decide where the title, legend and scale will be placed

c) Paste map down carefully

d) The proper title for this map is “Isodemographic Map of Canada” Print this neatly at the top of your map

e) Lightly colour each province a different colour and label each colour in a legend.

