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What is the Global Pattern of Tourism we saw on our maps?

PATTERN

The Northern Hemisphere countries are showing the greatest number of tourist arrivals.

· Specifically… Europe and North America (China is emerging rapidly)

· Areas of Africa, the Middle East, South Asia and Latin America (Central and South America) are much lower in tourist arrivals

Why are some countries / regions more popular than others?

GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION

· Closer to tourist markets – shorter flights and travel times

Example: Caribbean vs. Tahiti in s. Pacific

WEALTH AND INFLUENCE

· Able to advertise their tourism advantages while other countries are virtually unknown

POLITICAL STABILITY

· Usually democracies are more stable, therefore businesses (resorts like Club Med) will invest and not worry about an overthrow

INFRASTRUCTURE AND HISTORIC CONNECTIONS

· Refers to power grids, telephone, roads, hospitals, clean water – 3rd world countries are lacking

· We are more likely to travel to countries where we are familiar with food, customs – family etc.

SAFETY

· Political violence (Iraq) 

· High crime rates ( El Salvador )
· Natural Disasters (hurricanes in Caribbean)

· Health Risks like food contamination… water, local diseases (malaria)  Avian Flu SARS

· Local laws and behaviors mean more accidents! Bad motorist… 

· Landmines / unexploded ordinance (Cambodia)

· Drugs means crime and local militias to protect crop etc.(Columbia)

